ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
treat westward. It reached France by the end of the year, hope-
lessly weakened by disease, but the Emperor would not give up
the struggle; he summoned all his energies, and was never more
brilliant in strategy than in the campaign he undertook after his
pursuing enemies had invaded France. But they were too strong
for him, the country was exhausted, and in April his Marshals
told him they could not continue the struggle. One of them went
over to the allies; and on April n, 1814, Napoleon abdicated.
His enemies gave him for a prison or tiny kingdom the island
of Elba; and the old Governments, who would seem to have
triumphed at last over the Revolution, restored the legitimate
royal house in France and proceeded to negotiate at Vienna for
a settlement of Europe.
The Hundred Days and Waterloo. But Napoleon left
Elba in the spring of 1815, with a small force of veterans whom
he had been permitted to keep as a guard on the island. He
landed near Cannes, between that town and Antibes, and such
was his prestige and the energy he could inspire in his little
command that, what with the rapidity of his march and the
attraction of his name, he found himself in Paris restored. The
Bourbons fled, and one last army was at Napoleon's command.
But his subordinates were doubtful; most of them had passed
from one Government to another, and were anxious for the
future. The nearest of the enemies converging upon him from
all sides were the Prussians, stretched along the river Meuse
round Namur, and a mixed force of Germans, Belgians, and
British under Wellington to the west of these.
Napoleon effected a strategic surprise. He came in between
the two bodies, defeated the Prussians at Ligny, and in a second
battle on the same day held up Wellington's force at Quatre
Bras. But Ligny was not decisive; the Prussians got away,
and forty-eight hours later, on Sunday, June 18, 1815, the
Emperor came upon Wellington's command on its defensive
line in front of the village of Waterloo, half a day's march south
of Brussels. Wellington's defensive line was maintained from
the middle of the day, when the action opened, until the after-
noon, against somewhat superior numbers which delivered deter-
mined and repeated attack. By mid-afternoon the Prussians
under Blucher were beginning to exercise pressure on the
French flank, and by evening the partially surrounded com-
mand of Napoleon broke in its last attack and was routed* The
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